
UNIV 201S

Special Topics: Graduate School Prep

Tutorials: M 3:00-5:00, Disque 919
F 4:00-5:00, Disque 919 (extra – not every week)

Course Staff

• Lecturer: Prof. David Goldberg (goldberg@drexel.edu)

Office: Disque Hall, Room 810

Phone: (215) 895-2715

Expectations:

This is a class designed for students thinking about attending graduate school in physics.
While non-seniors are allowed to enroll, I will typically aim my discussion at current seniors.
We will focus on the Physics Subject GRE Exam.

I expect everyone:

1. To be on time to all tutorial sessions.

2. To bring paper and pen to class.

3. To ask lots of questions.

4. To do all exercises assigned as homework.

Webpage

http://mimas.physics.drexel.edu/GRE

I will post useful links and problems for our assignments. Bookmark it and check it often.

Textbook

None.

However, since the GRE is a measure of your cumulative knowledge, and I strongly recom-
mend that you keep your textbooks from previous courses handy.

Course Overview

Test taking is a skill – a skill that goes beyond mere knowledge of the material.

While most classes aim to teach you something new about the universe, this class will not.
I want to work with you on problem solving and test-taking until you can do the Physics
GRE cold.

In some cases, there will be material on the practice problems or the exam that you haven’t
seen in classes yet. This is to be expected. In those cases, we’ll learn or review just enough
to help you get by.

There will also be some discussions about applying for grad school, and what you can expect.
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Sessions

Sessions will typically consist of discussion of problems. From week to week, I will give you
assigned problem sets from old exams. You are to do them for time (1.7 minutes/problem),
and to grade them honestly. At the beginning of each session, I will ask you for your
score from the previous week’s assignment. We will then go through various techniques and
shortcuts to solve the problems more efficiently.

I will ask you to avoid doing certain sets ahead of time so that you can do a full exam near
the end of our time together. Please respect this.

The course will end on October 20, the last Monday before the October 25 test date. Make
sure you register for the exam by September 19!

Grading

• 100% – Class Participation: You are expected to attend all sessions, to participate in
discussions, and to ask questions.

Schedule

• September 19: Last day to register for October test date

• September 26: Late registration deadline (The exam is expensive enough; don’t be hit
with an extra fee.)

• September 22- October 20: Practice Problems and tutorials

• October 20: Final Meeting

• October 25: GRE Exam
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